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Si? ATEMENT  OP  EIXfARO%i^■■.lLOGUE',' ^S^ELOPl-lENT  ADMINISTRATOR 
BEFORE  BOSTON  CITY  COUNCIL  COM-IITTEE  ON  URBAN  RENEWAL 
CITY  COUNCIL  CHAMBERS,  CITY  HAXL,  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
MARCH  6,  1962  IN  REGARD  TO  A  RESOLUTION  OF  TIIE  CITY  COUNCIL 
APPROVING  FILING  OP  AN  7VMENDAT0RY  SURVEY  AND  PLANNING  APPLICATION 

FOR  THE  WASHINGTON  PARK  URBAN.  REJIEWAL  AP.EA.     ^^^^I^^QU  p, 
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The  Boston  City  Council  is  being  asked  to  consider  and  adopt  a 
resolution  approving  the  filing  of  an  Aitiendatory  Survey  and  Plan- 
ning Application  for  the  Washington  Park  Urban  Renev/al  Area.   The 
Application  was  approved  by  resolution  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  on  February  7,  1962.   Before  this  Application  ir.  submit- 
ted by  the  Authority  to  the  U.  S.  Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agency, 
hov/ever.  Federal  regulations  require  that  the  filing  be  approved 
by  the  local  governing  body  of  the  community. 

In  brief,  the  amendatory  application  proposes: 

(1)  To  extend  the  urban  renewal  area  from  its  original  boundaries 
along  Washington  Street,  Dudley  Street,  Warren  Street,  ai^d 
Townsend  Street  to  new  boundaries  along  Washington  Street, 
Dudley  Street,  Vfarren  Street,  Blue  Hill  Avenue,  Seaver  Street, 
and  Columbus  Avenue.   This  boundary  extension  will  increase 
the  size  of  the  area  from  186  to  472  acres, 

(2)  To  increase  the  total  amount  of  the  Federal  advance  for  survey 
and  planning  purposes  from  an  original  ainount  of  $143,461  to 
an  amended  amount  of  $796,781. 

(3)  To  increase  the  estimate  of  the  Federal  grant  ultimately  re- 
quired to  carry  out  the  plans  for  the  Washington  Park  U::b:;n 
Renewal  Area  from  an  original  estimate  of  $2,640,000  to  an 
amended  estimate  of  $15,418,000. 

All  of  these  changes  represent  amendments  to  the  Original  Survey 
and  Planning  Application  for  the  Washington  Park  Area.   The  filing 
6f  the  original  application  was  approved  by  the  City  Council  on 
April  17,  1959,   The  application  itself  was  approved  by  the  U.  S. 
Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agency  on  July  8,  1960. 
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The  adoption  by  the  City  Council  of  a  resolution  approving  the 
filing  of  an  Amendatory  Survey  and  Planning  Application  will  not 
constitute  an  approval  of  urban  renewal  plans,  relocation  plans, 
early  land  acquisition, .  or  project  execution  for  the  Washington 
Park  project  area. 

The  status  of  current  planning  activities  and  the  reasons  for 
amending  the  Original  Survey  and  Planning  Application  for  the 
V/ashington  Park  Urban  Renewal  Area  may  be  outlined  as  follows. 

Urban  renev/al  activities  in  the  Washington  Park  area  are  to  be 
directed  primarily  toward  the  improvement  of  an  existing  neighbor- 
hood.  Emphasis  is  to  be  placed  on  the  rehabilitation  of  existing 
buildings.   Washington  Park  will  be  the  first  urban  renewal  area 
in  Boston  in  which  dwelling  rehabilitation  and  neighborhood  conser- 
vation activities  will  predominate. 

At  the  time  the  Original  Survey  and  Planning  Application  for  the 
Washington  Park  urban  renewal  area  v/as  filed  with  the  U.  S.  H.-using 
and  Home  Financing  Agency,  Federal  grant  funds  were  liraite-".  .vn:! 
were  rationed  for  individual  projects  and  communities  in  accordance 
withaformula  based  upon  the  community's  population  size.  Because 
of  this,  it  was  necessary  to  limit  the  original  application  for 
Survey  and  Planning  funds  and  for  the  est^lishment  of  a  capital 
grant  reservation  to  a  186-acre  area  bounded  by  Washington  Street, 
Dudley  Street,  Warren  Street,  and  Townsend  Street.   Both  the  total 
amount  of  the  Federal  advance  for  Survey  and  Planning  purposes,  ^-nd 
the  estimate  of  Federal  grant  requirements  were  regarded  as  beii'>=j 
highly  arbitrary  in  view  of  the  Federal  limitation  on  grant  funds 
then  prevailing  under  the  ratioring  formula.   As  planning  for  this 
area  has  since  progressed,  the  degree  to  which  the  original  appro- 
vals were  unrealistic  has  become  clearly  apparent. 

Current  staff  work  and  studies  of  the  major  factors  that  may  be  ex- 
pected to  influence  the  feasibility  of  residential  renewal  indicate 
that  the  prospedts  for  successful  urban  renewal  action  within  the 
Washington  Park  Urban  Renewal  Area  can  be  substantially  strengthened 
by  expanding  the  original  boundaries  of  the  area. 

An  illustrative  site  plan  for  the  extended  Washington  Park  Aref..  has 
been  prepared  by  the  staff  of  the  Redevelopment  Authority.   This 
plan,  which  has  been  developed  with  the  assistance,  and  close  cooper- 
ation of  people  in  the  area,  indicates  the  specific  changes  in  land 
use,  circulation  and  community  facilities  which  are  needed  to  make  . 
a  better  neighborhood,  the  means  by  which  the  cost  of  such  changes 
may  be  financed,  and  the  steps  required  to  be  taken  by  the  Boston 
RedevelojMnent  Authority,  the  City  of  Boston  and  others  to  carry  out 

-2- 


